
 
 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 

 

 

1  Aims and purpose 

 

1.1 The aims and purpose of collective worship are: 

 

 to provide an opportunity for children to worship God; 

 to enable children to consider spiritual and moral issues; 

 to enable children to explore their own beliefs; 

 to encourage participation and response; 

 to develop in children a sense of community spirit; 

 to promote a common ethos, with shared values, and to reinforce positive attitudes. 

 

 

2  Collective worship 

 

2.1  We understand worship to be a special act or occasion whose purpose is to show reverence 

to God.  

 

2.2  In line with the 1988 Education Reform Act, which states that collective worship should be 

‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’, we normally base our assemblies on 

the teachings of Christ and the traditions of the Christian Church. However, we conduct our 

assemblies in a manner that is sensitive to the faiths and beliefs of all members of the 

school.  We also incorporate moral principles held by all religions such as respect, 

kindness, care and tolerance. 

 

2.3 While most acts of worship in our school are Christian, we also hold assemblies that reflect 

the traditions of other religions that are represented in the school and the wider community.  

 

2.4 Our assemblies also reflect the achievements and learning of the children. We encourage 

the children to participate in the assemblies by showing their work to the other children, 

and by raising issues that they have discussed in their classes. Assemblies provide an 

opportunity to reward children for their achievements both in and out of school. They also 

play an important part in promoting the ethos of the school, which is that all children are 

valued, and all achievements are recognised.  

 

 

3 School Context 
 

3.1 Goodmayes Primary School is in the south-east of the London Borough of Redbridge. It is 

a community school which caters for girls and boys between the ages of three and eleven. 

The range of cultures and backgrounds represented by the pupils and their families is a 

marked feature of the school.  

 

3.2 According to school documentation, the main religions are: 

 

 Muslim      70% 

 Christian    16% 

 Sikh              6% 

 Hindu         8.4% 



 

4       The Place and Value of Collective Worship in Goodmayes 

 

4.1    Collective worship plays an important part in the daily life of Goodmayes Primary      

         School by providing an opportunity for members of the school community (pupils   

         and staff) to gather together and to reflect upon the beliefs and values that bind  

         the school together. 

 

4.2 These key beliefs and values include the following: 

 

 that all pupils and adults within the school are valued; 

 that all members of the school community should show care and concern for others; 

 diversity makes the world a richer place in which to live; 

 that tolerance and understanding are needed when living with people from many 

backgrounds. 

 

4.3   The school aims, through its collective worship programme, to add to the quality  

        of school life by providing opportunities: 

 

 for all members of the school community to pause and reflect; 

 to celebrate times of success or joy; 

 to meet in times of sorrow; 

 for pupils to learn the skills of being quiet and still; 

 for pupils to develop social skills (e.g. being part of a large group); 

 to listen to music; 

 to learn how to appreciate and mark the achievement of others; 

 for pupils and adults to learn about ways of life and teachings (including religious) 

other than their own; 

 to hear about incidents in which, and people in whom, goodness or right are 

exemplified. 

 

 

5        Systems and Procedures 

 

5.1 All teachers are expected to contribute to planning and leading Acts of Collective Worship 

(ACW) so that: 

 

 their professional expertise is developed;  

 pupils can experience a variety of styles and viewpoints. 

 

5.2 Those planning and leading Acts of Collective Worship (ACW) should aim to include a 

time of quiet reflection or thinking. (This is one of the ways in which the experience is an 

‘act of collective worship’ rather than simply an ‘assembly’). 

 

5.3 There is a weekly pattern of Acts of Collective Worship (ACW) for each of the Key 

Stages. 

 

5.4  Governors’ attendance at our assemblies is always welcome. 

 

 

6 Right of withdrawal 

 

6.1  We expect all children to attend assembly. However, any parent can request permission for 

their child to be excused from religious worship, and the school will make alternative 

arrangements for the supervision of the child during that part of the assembly. Parents do 



not have to explain or give reasons for their request. This right of withdrawal complies with 

the 1944 Education Act, and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act.  

 

6.2  The Headteacher keeps a record of all children who have been withdrawn from collective 

worship. 

 

 

7 Assembly themes 

              

7.1       Throughout the year there are a selection of themes on which assemblies are based which 

reflect the diversity of our school and the fundamental British values. 

           

 

8         Monitoring and review 

 

8.1  Monitoring the policy and practice of collective worship is the role of a named school 

governor, who is also responsible for religious education. The governor concerned liaises 

with the Headteacher before reporting to the governors. 

 

8.2 This policy will be reviewed in Autumn Term 2017. 

  

This policy links with the school prospectus, RE and PSHE&C policies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Agreed by Governors:   Autumn Term 2017 

 

Review Date:   Autumn Term 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


