
Music Curriculum Map 

   AUTUMN   SPRING   SUMMER  

  
YEAR 1  
  

Ourselves/Number 
 
Focus: Sounds/Beat 
 
* Explore ways of using 
their voices 
expressively.  
 
* Develop a sense of 
steady beat through 
using movement, body 
percussion and 
instruments. 
 

Animals /Weather 
 
Focus: Pitch/Exploring 
Sounds 
 
* Develop an 
understanding of pitch 
through using 
movement, voice and 
instruments.  
 
* Use voices, 
movement and 
instruments to explore 
different ways that 
music can be used to 
describe the weather. 

 Machines/Seasons 
 
Focus: Beat/Pitch 
 
* Explore beat through 
using movement, body 
percussion and 
instruments.  
 
* Develop further their 
vocabulary and 
understanding of pitch 
movements. 

 Our School/ Pattern 
 
Focus: Exploring sounds/ 
Beat 
 
* Explore sounds found in 
their school environment.  
 
  
* Develop an understanding 
of metre – groups of steady 
beat. 

 Storytime/ Our Bodies 
 
Focus: Exploring sounds/ 
Beat 
 
* Learn how music can be used to tell a 
story identifying contrasts of fast and 
slow and loud and quiet. 
 
* Respond to steady beat and rhythm 
in music, using body percussion. 

 Travel/ Water 
 
Focus: Performance/Pitch 
 
* Develop performance skills and learn songs 
about travel and transport from around the world. 
 
* Use voices, movement and instruments to 
explore changes of pitch.  

  
YEAR 2  
  

Ourselves/ Toys 
 
Focus: Exploring 
sounds/Beat 
 
* Discover ways to use 
their voices to describe 
feelings and moods.  
 
*Move and play to a 
steady beat and to 
sound sequences.  

 Our Land/ Our Bodies 
 
Focus: Exploring 
sounds/Beat 
 
*Exploring timbre and 
texture as they explore 
descriptive sounds.  
 
*Develop a sense of 
steady beat using their 
own bodies.  

 Animals/ Number 
 
Focus: Pitch/Beat 
 
*Link animal movement 
with pitch movement to 
help develop 
understanding and 
recognition of changing 
pitch.  
  
*Explore steady beat 
and rhythm patterns.  

 Storytime /Seasons  
 
Focus: Exploring sounds/ 
Pitch 
 
*Be introduced to famous 
pieces to stimulate 
composition.  
 
*Develop understanding of 
pitch through movement, 
songs and listening games.  

Weather/ Pattern 
 
Focus: Exploring sounds/Beat  
 
*To create descriptive sounds and 
word rhythms with raps and songs 
about the weather.  
 
*Using simple notations to create and 
combine minibeast rhythms using body 
percussion and instruments. 

Water/ Travel 
 
Focus: Pitch/ Performance 
 
 
*Sing and play a variety of pitch shapes, using 
movement and reading from scores.  
 
*To learn a Tanzanian game song and accompany 
a travelling song using voices and instruments.  

  
YEAR 3  

Environment/Building 
 
Focus: Composition/ 
Beat 
 
*Create 
accompaniments and 
sound pictures to 
reflect sounds in their 
local environment. 
 
*Play games, sing and 
compose music to build 
into a performance. 

 Sounds/Poetry 
 
Focus: Exploring 
sounds/Performance 
 
* Music from around 
the world introduces 
the children to different 
timbres and structures 
as they create musical 
conversations. 
 
* Use voices, body 
percussion, instruments 

China/Time 
 
Focus: Pitch/Beat 
 
* Exploring the 
pentatonic scale 
through traditional 
Chinese music and 
different ways of 
notating pitch as they 
sing, read and compose 
music. 
 
* Developing an 

 In The Past/Communication 
 
Focus: Pitch/Composition 
 
* The origins of pitch 
notations are introduced as 
the children make hand 
signals and compose three-
note melodies.  
 
* The children learn to make 
music inspired by technology 
and computing 

Human Body/Singing French 
 
Focus: Structure/Pitch 
 
*   Skeleton dances and songs teach 
the children about the human body. 
Percussion instruments are used to 
improvise, create word rhythms, and 
build a final skeleton dance. 
 
*   Children are introduced to French 
greetings, vocabulary and numbers as 
they play lively singing games. 

Ancient Worlds/Food and Drink 
 
Focus: Structure/Performance 
 
*    The children perform a song cycle, a round, 
and compose their own ostinati. 
 
*    Chants, songs and performances are explored 
through composing word rhythms, singing a 
round, and creating musical recipes. 
 
 

 



 and movement to 
create their own 
expressive 
performances. 

understanding of beat, 
metre and rhythm. 

YEAR 4 

 

 

 

Poetry/Environment 
 
Focus: Performance/ 
Composition 
 
*Using voices to speak 
expressively and 
rhythmically, and 
discover ways 
to create ostinati and 
accompaniments. 
 
* Make descriptive 
accompaniments and 
discover how 
the environment has 
inspired composers 
throughout history. 

Sounds/Recycling 
 
Focus: Exploring 
Sounds/Structure 
 
* Using voices to make 
beatbox sounds, learn 
to sing four-part songs, 
and perform a jazzy 
round. 
 
* Make instruments 
from junk and them to 
improvise, compose 
and play junk jazz music 
in a variety of different 
musical structures. 

Building/Around the 
World 
 
Focus: Beat/Pitch 
 
* To explore different 
music textures. 
 
* Exploring pentatonic 
melodies and 
syncopated rhythms 

Ancient Worlds/Singing 
Spanish 
 
Focus: Structure/Pitch 
 
* Exploring 20th Century 
minimalist music inspired by 
the story of Akhenaten and 
compose music using a 
layered pyramid structure. 
 
* Learn greetings, counting 
to twelve and play singing 
games in Spanish. 
 

 Communication/Time 
 
Focus: Composition/Beat 
 
*Create a news programme, complete 
with theme music and school news 
headlines. 
 
* To understand rhythm and 
syncopation. 

In the Past/Food and Drink 
 
Focus: Notation/Performance 
 
* Using a variety of notations to build 
performances from different periods and styles. 
 
* Song performance 

YEAR 5 Our Community 
 
Focus: Performance 
 
* The children are given 
opportunities to 
compose and perform 
music inspired by their 
local community, past 
and present. 

Solar System 
 
Focus: Listening 
 
*Exploring how our 
universe inspired 
composers including 
Debussy, Holst and 
George Crumb. 

Life Cycles 
 
Focus: Structure 
 
* The wide variety of 
musical moods, styles 
and genres inspires 
singing, performing and 
composing using new 
techniques and 
structures. 

Keeping Healthy 
 
Focus: Beat 
 
*Looking at using new 
musical techniques. 
 
 

At the Movies 
 
Focus: Composition 
 
*    Exploring movie music– from 1920s 
animated films to present day movies.  

Celebration 
 
Focus: Performance 
 
*    Lively pieces that can be developed into a 
performance at a school celebration: a class 
assembly, a school concert or fete.  

YEAR 6 World Unite 
 
Focus: Step Dance 
Performance 
 
* explore rhythm and 
melody in singing, 
movement and dance. 

Journeys 
 
Focus: Song Cycle 
Performance  
 
* songs that can be 
sung in different 
combinations.  

Growth 
 
Focus: Street Dance 
Performance  
 
* ‘Explore Ravel’s 
Boléro through 
rhythmical mime, learn 
songs with instrumental 
accompaniments, and 
create a dance to build 
into a thrilling street 
performance. 

Roots 
 
Focus: Mini Musical 
Performance  
 
*   providing a complete 
musical performance about 
the effects of the slave trade 
on a West African village.  

Class Awards 
 
Focus: Awards Show Performance  
 
*   Awards are presented along with 
fanfare, rap, song and famous music in 
a final grand ceremony. 

Moving On 
 
Focus: Leaver’s Assembly Performance  
 
*Two songs – one looking back, one looking 
forward – and a musical device for linking them 
provide a moving celebration of the children’s 
happy memories and their hopes for the future. 
 

 


